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ANIMAL WELFARE — RACING INDUSTRY 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.10 am]: I rise to inform the house that 
I had the pleasure of officially opening Racing and Wagering Western Australia’s new Off the Track WA estate 
and retraining program on Friday, 25 September. Since March 2017, the McGowan government has been working 
closely with RWWA and the racing industry to implement welfare initiatives across all three codes to ensure 
that animals in the racing industry are given the best level of care across their entire life span. This collaboration 
demonstrates the industry’s and government’s commitment to ensuring WA’s racing industry is the gold standard 
for animal welfare. 

In November 2019, the McGowan government, in conjunction with RWWA, announced the WA racehorse welfare 
plan. The plan includes a range of new and expanded initiatives to safeguard the wellbeing of WA racehorses. The 
key focus areas of the plan include: creating broader and more comprehensive traceability of racehorses during all 
stages of their lives; assisting in the transition of retired racehorses to equestrian and pleasure pursuits and providing 
support for their ongoing wellbeing; and developing suitable reporting processes for WA-registered abattoirs and 
knackeries. Since the announcement of the plan, RWWA, as the state’s principal racing authority, has been working 
to implement the range of initiatives outlined in the plan and has made significant progress in its implementation, 
including: the establishment of a memorandum of understanding and mandatory reporting processes with WA’s 
registered knackery; the launch of the Off the Track WA passport to allow for the tracking of racehorses once they 
leave the racing industry; and, most recently, the launch of a multipurpose racehorse welfare facility and retraining 
program. This facility will play an important role for not only the horses that are housed there, but also the many 
participants in the thoroughbred and harness codes, while also benefiting voluntary charitable organisations like 
HorsePower Australia. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the member for Maylands for her ongoing advocacy and support 
for animal welfare in the racing industry. She has been a pivotal player in leading animal welfare initiatives across 
the state. 

The McGowan government and RWWA are committed to ensuring that the best levels of care are given to the 
animals that participate in WA’s racing industry, and I commend RWWA for its efforts in establishing this facility 
and program. I table the “Western Australian Racehorse Welfare Plan” update current to September 2020 and the 
Off the Track WA estate brochure. 

[See papers 3888 and 3889.] 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013888a2167aef49779b5234825860300163066/$file/3888.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013889a4786e262365f12ef4825860300163089/$file/3889.pdf

	ANIMAL WELFARE — RACING INDUSTRY
	Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming


